Commontoealtt}  of  Penngplbania. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


ureau  of  Chemistry 

BULLETIN  NO.  236. 

LINSEED  OIL  REPORT 

1912 

JAMES  W.  KELLOGG, 

Chief  Chemist 


Vuhlishei  23y  T>irertion  of  'Uhe  SecretaT})  of  Jlgnculiure 


HARRISBURG: 

C    E    AUGHINBAUGH.  PRIN'TER  TO  THE  STATE  OE  PENNSYLVANIA 

1913. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Ijetter  of  traiisiiiiltfil  

Introduction,   

Table  Showing  Results  of  Inspection, 


(4  ) 


LETTER  OF  TRAlSfSMITTAL 


Departnieut  of  AgTicuUure, 

Bureau  of  Chemistry, 
Havrisburg,  Pa.,  Jau.  18,  1913. 
Hou.  N.  B.  Critchliekl,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg,  Pa.: 

Dear  Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the 
liuseed  oil  inspection  work  performed  by  this  Bureau  duriug  the 
year  1912.  It  is  recommended  that  this  report  be  published  in  bul- 
letin form  for  distribution.  . 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  W.  KELLOGG, 
'  Chief  Chemist. 
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BULLETIN  No.  236. 

LiNSEED  OIL  REPORT 


1912 


INTRODUCTION 


This  report  shows  the  work  i.erformed  during  the  year  hy  the 
Bureau  of  Chemisti-y  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  23d,  1901, 
regulating  the  sale  of  Linseed  Oil. 

Owino'  to  the  fact  that  a  very  limited  amount  of  money  was  avail- 
able for  oil  inspection  work  during  the  year,  only  8G  samples  of  Lin- 
seed Oil  were  secured  and  analyzed.  The  c^iemical  analyses  were 
made  bv  ^tr.  John  S.  Spicer,  First  Assistant  Chemist. 

Although  a  small  number  of  samples  were  secured,  the  results  ob- 
tained were  such  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  a  published  report 
would  l)e  of  interest  to  those  who  buy  or  sell  Linseed  Oil.    Of  the 
number  of  samples  examined,  12  or  11  per  cent,  were  found  to  be 
badlv  adulterated.    The  principal  adulterant  used  was  found  to  be 
mineral  o\\  in  am-mnts  varying  from  3  t,.  11  per  cent.    One  sample 
was  found  to  have  been  sold  in  violation  <.f  the  law  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  not  pure  linseed  oil  and  the  brand  name  contained  the 
words  -Linseed  Oil."    This  sample  was  a  mixture  of  mineral  and 
vegetable  oils.    Where  such  a  mixture  is  offered  for  sale  the  law 
states  that  the  words  -Linseed  Oil"  shall  not  be  used  in  the  brand 


name 


Purchasers  and  users  of  Linseed  Oil  who  wish  to  obtain  a  pure  ar- 
ticle should  make  sure  that  they  secure  oil  from  manufacturers  whose 
product  is  known  to  be  pure  and  free  from  adulteration.  It  is  ad- 
visable, if  possible,  to  obtain  guarantees  for  purity  and  to  purchase 
the  oil  in  the  original  sealed  barrels  or  containers  put  out  by  manu- 
facturers whose  reputation  for  selling  pure  linseed  oil  is  well  known. 

The  result  of  the  vear's  work  shows  that  the  proportion  of  samples 
found  to  be  adulterated  has  increased  practically  four  times  over  the 
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percentage  aduteratiou  reported  in  our  previous  bulletin,  No.  225. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  condition  of  affairs  exists.'  and  it  is 
hoped  we  will  be  enabled  during  the  coming  year  to  find  that  the 
proportion  of  adulterated  samples  to  pure  oils  has  materially  de- 
creased . 

A  correction  should  be  made  in  our  last  "Linseed  Oil  Report"  bul- 
letin No.  22.5,  at  the  bottom  of  page  25,  under  "Remarks"  where  it 
was  reported  that  sample  No.  L-706  manufactured  by  the  Pittsburg 
Plate  Glass  Company  and  obtained  from  \V.  E.  Frey,  Montgomery 
was  adulterated.  It  was  found  that  this  sample  had  become  acci- 
dently  contaminated  and  should  have  been  marked  "Passed"  instead 
of  as  reported. 


TABLE  SHOWING  RESULTS  OF  INSPECTION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Chemist's  and  Agent's  numbers  given 
to  each  sample  of  oil  received  during  the  year,  the  name  and  address 
of  tiie  manufacturer  or  importer,  the  name  and  address  of  the  dealer 
from  whom  the  sample  was  obtained,  and  the  kind  of  oil,  whether 
raw  or  boiled.  In  the  column  of  "Remarks"  the  word  "Passed"  is 
used  to  indicate  tlmse  samples  whicli  were  found  to  be  within  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  and  tlie  oils  whicli  were  found  to  be  impure 
Linseed  Oil  are  marked  "Adulterated." 
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